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  Egrets nesting in trees by the dam


               















West Bay Weed Cutting





On an overcast Saturday in July six volunteers approached RIce Lake’s West Bay in pontoon boats to battle weeds.  Meeting Mother Nature face to face in this duck weed war zone is not for the weak.  It takes generosity of spirit, time, skills and cost to volunteer for this important, often unrecognized contribution. The need for weed raking surfaced when West Bay folks noticed that not many boats were traveling under the freeway bridge. When colorful, floating vessels create scenes of recreation enjoyment against nature’s backdrop, the viewing pleasure holds a Rockwell-ian appeal. The visual entertainment had diminished to an occasional canoe. It seemed likely that duck weed and curly leaf were creating this troublesome, unwelcome Berlin Wall.





George Schneider volunteered to help even offering his boat.  Scott Roeglin and Rick Stulac also signed on from the east end of the lake guiding West Bay volunteers, Luke Johnson, John Ruhoff and Dennis Belanger.  With two RLAA weed cutters available, Luke also drove his pontoon, creating a double edge sword against the weed challenge.





The prevalence of weeds poses trouble for the lake owner. Trying to row a boat in a bed of weeds is like sitting in a rowing machine at Lifetime fitness and adding 50 pound weights to the oars. ...Nice exercise, if you’re goal is to bulk up.  Boat motors get clogged and overheat incurring expensive costs due to weed entanglement.  In addition, carp thrive in shallow lakes with dense weeds.  The carp community is growing exponentially in Rice Lake. Carp are troublesome fish. They stir up the bottom of the lake creating unclear water and uprooting valuable plant life. This reduces the reproduction of desirable fish.





Rice Lake Association members, lake and creek homeowners have been blessed to have volunteers who have contributed to weed raking efforts in years past.  Fighting the battle against weeds on a shallow lake is an ongoing maintenance commitment.  The handiwork of a few people creates benefits for many.  When Belanger exited off Johnson’s pontoon boat after a few hours of weed raking he said, “Those are the nicest guys you could ever meet.” Who would have guessed we could build a lake community battling one patch of weeds at a time?





  Thanks to RLAA Member Barbara-English Belanger for this article!            
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











We now have three (3) Task Teams up and running. See below for contacts for those teams and please reach out to them if you'd like to be part of these groups.
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Special Interest Articles:





•	Weed Cutting on the West Bay





•	Join one of our Task Teams if you are interested in one of these areas:


- Lake Management


- Media/Membership


- Environmental























RLAA Task Team update








A non-profit organization serving the members of Rice Lake Area Association (RLAA)





What's New with Rice Lake?








2nd Quarter 2009





Rice Lake Newsletter





Here is an update for the current projects we are working on.





Algae Update


  As the summer slowly materializes, we have experienced some algae blooms again this season. Variables which contribute to these blooms include warm temperatures and dry conditions. More rainfall/water will typically reduce the algae blooms, given that the amount of nutrients in the water does not significantly increase.


 The RLAA Board has decided not to treat the lake with Copper Sulfate to remove the algae, since this is only a short-term fix (4-6 weeks) which is expensive ($10k per event).





Aquatic Plant Survey


  Our consultant, Freshwater Scientific Services, has conducted the first of 2 aquatic plant surveys by the beginning of June. The next survey will be the late summer survey conducted by early September.


  At that time a complete report summary with the consultant's recommendations will become available.





Rough Fish Update


  We are looking at having a commercial fisherman do a sample netting this fall for Bullhead and Carp. That sample netting will serve as a reference if an entire lake netting will be feasible.





Sonic Algae treatment 


  There were three (3) sonic algae units installed at various locations by the end of May for a 3-month trial. The association was able to negotiate a rental agreement with the local sales representative with an option to buy.   


  A survey was conducted from July 31 to August 9 via e-mail to RLAA members. The results of the survey concluded that there was not enough of an improvement in the areas hosting the units to warrant purchase. 


  Visit the Rice Lake website for details on the survey.





Storm Water Drain Project


  In an effort to insure the storm drains which empty into our lake and creek are doing their jobs, the Lake Management Task Team is doing an inventory of all entries into the lake/creek.


  Don't be alarmed if you noticed people out on a pontoon taking photos of the shoreline; it was probably the LM members doing their inventory.


  We hope to be able to fully document our inventory and compare them with the City and State (MnDOT) to insure each entry point is working as expected.
































Bird Action


 If you like to look at egrets, you can usually see literally dozens of them perched in the trees near the dam. These birds tend to congregate in that area around sunset each night, where they sleep until the following morning.


Fishing


Except for the always-present Bullhead, it seems as though our fishing continues to be slow this season. 


Recent tests of the dissolved oxygen (DO) levels in the lake are acceptable and not creating a harmful environment for fish.


Rice Lake Trails


You may have noticed the manhole covers around the lake have recently been spray-painted with bright green spots. A call to the City of Maple Grove Engineering department found that these markings indicate the manholes and their related catch basin systems have been checked by Public Works staff members.


As part of the Storm Water Drain Inventory project by the Lake Management Task Team, we hope to insure these checks are complete and helping prevent nutrients and sediment from entering into our water.















































Project Update








Outdoor Recreation Update�








Treasury Report








RLAA Financials  (as of 8/17/09)





Assets


  Checking             $ 4,388.05


  Savings               $ 3,045.10


  Total Assets       $7,433.93





Upcoming Payments


  Plant Survey         $1,650.00


  MAPS Legal            $250.00


  Carp Removal      $1,000.00


  Total payments    $2,900.00


  Less LIPs             $3,550.00


  RLAA Payments    -$650.00




















One night sitting on the deck of Joni and Rick Stulac’s home, my husband Jim and I watched in wonder the White Egret fly into Elm Creek by the dozens.  Some came in groups, others by themselves, all of them beautiful.  They effortlessly glided with their wings spread open and their feet crossed as they made their approach to the trees lining the shore.


While we had never seen the Egret approach the creek, each night from our home we see them perched in the trees mostly on the south side of the creek directly across from our dock and down towards the damn.  At times there are a couple hundred of them sitting evenly spaced in the middle of the trees. While this is a site only nature can create, their beauty is quickly faded by the intense screaming noise they make when our Chinese Char Pei, Buoy, is let out for his final trip to the yard before retiring to his doggie bed.   As Buoy makes his way from the back door onto the deck, you will suddenly see one Egret take flight as though to be the lookout to protect the others.  As this sole Egret sores up and down the creek, his friends soon begin their support for his flight by “cheering” him on.  Well, little Buoy gets so frightened by the cheers (screaming of the Egret) he simply will not leave the deck to “do his business”.  So, we walk with Buoy to the yard and get the job done.  As soon as we go back inside, the Egret lands and the others quite down for a long nights sleep.


If you get a chance, take a boat ride down towards the damn at the end of Elm Creek around dusk and you should be able to see the Egrets flying in and settling down.  It is a site not to be missed and one of the many reasons we love living here.


Here is some fun information about the White Egret:


A large white heron, the Great Egret is found across much of the world, from southern Canada southward to Argentina, and in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. It’s the largest egret in the Old World, and thus has garnered the name Great White Egret. In the New World, however, the white form of the Great Blue Heron is larger. In the United States, the Great Egret used to be called the American Egret but that was hardly appropriate, since its range extends beyond the Americas and indeed farther than other herons.


Cool Facts


The Great Egret is the symbol of the National Audubon Society, one of the oldest environmental organizations in North America. Audubon was founded to protect birds from being killed for their feathers. 


Not all young that hatch survive the nestling period. Aggression among nestlings is common and large chicks frequently kill their smaller siblings. 


The longevity record for a wild Great Egret is nearly 23 years.


Habitat


Nests in colonies with other species, in shrubs and trees over water, and on islands. 


Feeds in variety of wetlands, including marshes, swamps, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, tide flats, canals, and flooded fields


Food


Fish, invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and small mammals.


Nesting


Clutch Size 


1–6 eggs 


Egg Description 


Pale greenish-blue. 


Condition at Hatching -Covered in long white down; can hold head up just after hatching.


Nest Description 


Nests in colonies with other herons. Nest placed in trees or shrubs, made of sticks covered with green material.     


Behavior


Long plumes (aigrettes) held up over back in courtship displays around the nest. Walks slowly, stands and stabs prey with quick lunge of the bill.


Conservation


Plume hunters in the late 1800s and early 1900s reduced North American populations by more than 95 percent. The populations recovered after the birds were protected by law. No population is considered threatened, but the species is vulnerable to the loss of wetlands.


Credits


McCrimmon, D. A., Jr., J. C. Ogden, and G. T. Bancroft. 2001. Great Egret (Ardea alba). In The Birds of North America, No. 570 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA.


Written by Molly Kridel
























































RLAA Website Statistics





                               The 'Green' Section - The White Egret























       Newsletter Editor____


George Schneider


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dukewolves@yahoo.com" ��dukewolves@yahoo.com�
























































Environmental Team


  Mission Statement = The mission of the Environmental Team is to surface, attend to and protect environmental concerns impacting water, wetlands and wildlife. 


  Chairperson = (none at this time)





Lake Management Team


  Mission Statement = The mission of the Lake Management Team is to generate and maintain a complete Lake Management plan, review related surveys and studies conducted on the lake, and recommend action to the RLAA Board of directors.


   Chairperson = George Schneider (763-420-8027)





Media/Membership Team


  Mission Statement = The mission of the Membership/Media Task Team is to promote the Rice Lake Area Association (RLAA), increase membership, raise funds, and initiate and organize RLAA events. This team can work as 2 individual sub-committees within the team - Membership and Media.


  Chairperson = (none at this time)

















Rishi & Lila Kapoor


Henry & Karen Jaeger





Membership Update








 Weaver Lake - Nothing to report.


 Fish Lake - Nothing to report.


 Eagle Lake - Iron Filing treatment is showing significant improvement this season in test areas.


 Pike Lake - Had a minor algal bloom after the dead CLP rotted, which was thick this year around the entire perimeter of lake, and in large patch in the lake's center. Water's been cloudier ever since the CLP died. Loons use the lake daily, usually calling both in the morning and at night. Observed nesting Forster's terns in cattail island on east end of lake..


 Cedar Island Lake - The fish kill and restock is still the plan for Cedar Island. Not much else to add other than the water level is low.


 Edward Lake - Nothing to report.


Cook Lake - Nothing to report.


 Arbor Lakes - Nothing to report.





A Glance at other local lake happenings














For the 2009 year we have 49 paying members including the following, Animal Wellness Center, Randy’s Electric, Maple Grove Free Church and Tristan Bay association.  We have collected $5,706.00 in dues.  We have added nine new paying members this year.  At this point of the year, we are $800.00 behind last year’s overall total.





We have $7,433.19 in the Bank. We also have a $1,350.00 reimbursement coming soon, from the City of Maple Grove for half the cost of the sonic units.  We have one more payment for the second half of our aquatic plane survey of $1,650.00 at the end of the summer.  This $1,650.00 should be reimbursed 100% by the City.

































































We would like to recognize these new members/contributors to RLAA since May 2009:





Rice Lake Area Association Board of Directors update


There have been some recent changes on the Board of Directors due to several resignations this past month. We are now staffed with eight (8) Directors and can add more if we have interest. Requirements are you must be a dues-paying member of RLAA and have a genuine interest in improving the quality of our lake/creek.


Please feel free to e-mail your interest to RLAA at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ricelakeassoc@comcast.net" ��ricelakeassoc@comcast.net�.





We look forward to hearing from you!





Update by Treasurer Rick Stulac













































































About Our Organization…
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About Rice Lake Area Association…





Media Update





�





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ricelakemn.com/" ��http://www.ricelakemn.com/�








Rice Lake Area Association


Attn: Rick Stulac


13870 95th Ave. North


Maple Grove, MN  55369





E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ricelakeassoc@comcast.net" ��ricelakeassoc@comcast.net�





RLAA Officers


 (President)


 (Vice president)


Rick Stulac (Treasurer)


George Schneider (Secretary)





Board members


Wade Quale


Nika Rybinski


Scott roeglin


Joy roeglin


bill kidder


Eric Lind





Rice Lake Area Association

















We have added a new domain name for our website - the new URL is � HYPERLINK "http://www.ricelakemn.com" ��http://www.ricelakemn.com�. The old URL (� HYPERLINK "http://ricelake.homestead.com" ��http://ricelake.homestead.com�) will continue working.





We are currently in the process of redoing our website. The new website will be better organized and easier to navigate. Stay tuned for details as we continue to work on this project.





Board Member recruiting


  We presently have 8 Board Members with plenty of room to add more, so please feel free to apply if you have any of these valuable skills:


Fundraising


Water Quality knowledge


Environmental background





You can reach us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ricelakeassoc@comcast.net" ��ricelakeassoc@comcast.net�. We would love to have more members on board!





 

















RLAA is a member of the Minnesota Waters organization (formerly known as Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Council). We are a non-profit organization. RLAA was formerly known as Rice Lake Homeowners Association, but changed names in the early 1980's when a new development took that name. 

















Company Name


Street Address


City, ST  22134





Rice Lake Area Association


Attn: Rick Stulac


13870 95th Ave. North


Maple Grove, MN  55369




















Update by George Schneider











