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The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), in cooperation with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), recently decided to categorize Rice Lake as 2 separate bays for water quality monitoring purposes. 


The area east of the I-94 highway bridge will be known as the East Bay of Rice Lake and the area west of I-94 will be the West Bay of Rice Lake.


This reclassification is due to the difference in water quality samples collected by volunteer monitors over the past 2 years. As you may know, the water clarity is much better in the West Bay than in the East Bay. 


We suspect the reason for this difference is due to the abundance of aquatic plants and shoreline vegetation common to the more natural landscape on the west side of the lake.


Beginning in 2009, the lake consultant (Steve McComas from Blue Water Science) will begin measuring the aquatic plant population. We hope to confirm our suspicions on why the water quality is better on the west side and apply those practices to the east side of the lake.


Stay tuned for details as we learn more.
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











RLAA would like to remind our members that we do have several Task Teams (previously known as Committees) which will be responsible for various needs of the association. Those teams and their respective Chairs are listed below. Please feel free to contact them if you'd like to be part of a team.
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Special Interest Articles:





•	Rice Lake gets new designation by DNR/MPCA





•	Join a Task Team if you are interested in one of these areas
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Rice Lake Newsletter





Three major projects were undertaken on Rice Lake this year. Here is a quick peek at 2 of them. You can find more details on our website.


Aquatic Plant Survey - The aquatic plant community had three species of submerged plants in early summer and five species in late summer. This is a relatively low plant diversity condition. Curlyleaf pondweed was present in early summer, but it was scarce. Eurasian watermilfoil was found at one station in the lake in 2008.


Curlyleaf pondweed covered about 8 acres in early summer and then died back. It grows sparsely and does not require control at this time. Native plant distribution is limited due to poor water clarity and maybe from fish effects. If water clarity improved in the future, native plant coverage would probably increase and possibly sustain long-term improved water clarity. However, there may be too many fish in Rice Lake which also could be limiting aquatic plant growth. Rough fish removal is a potential project. 


Aquatic plant surveys should be conducted in 2009. If curlyleaf grows to nuisance conditions in the future, a  drawdown is recommended.


Fish Survey - One of the objectives of this fish survey was to determine if fish were having an impact on water quality of Rice. The answer is “yes”. Here are some factors that support an impact of fish on water quality:


Phosphorous from Elm Creek


Phosphorous from lake sediments


Low number of aquatic plants


Fish community is out of balance.


To improve water quality in Rice, it is recommended that the fish community should be restructured. Two options to consider are a lake drawdown with no aeration or an ongoing


large-scale commercial fish removal effort. Either option would reduce the existing high population of bullheads and carp. This would be followed with a restocking program that emphasized a predator control  component.


However, because of the ongoing recruitment of bullheads and carp from Elm Creek, the chances of a long-term “balanced” fish community are only 50/50 at best and probably less than that at this time. The best long term strategy is to lower phosphorus concentrations in Elm


Creek which would reduce phosphorus loading to Rice Lake and improve water quality. After


water quality is improved, then fish restructuring would be more effective and possibly sustaining.


Before major fish work occurs, the nutrient loading from Elm Creek should be assessed. Maybe Elm Creek is in good shape and fish activities could start. If the Elm Creek average phosphorus concentration is between 150 - 200 ppb, that is about as good as could be


expected.





Plans for future surveys in 2009 - include measuring Aquatic Plants in the West Bay of the lake, clearing a channel through the heavy weed growth in the West Bay (if necessary), and continuing the annual CAMP, CLMP and CSMP (Citizen volunteer monitoring) for both bays in the lake. 


Stay tuned for more info on how you can help, especially with phosphorous reduction.

















RLAA Annual Meeting will be held the first week of May!  Please check our website for the actual date, which is being finalized at this time as we go to print!




















The lake froze over early this year, with the official Ice In date declared as November 23. This happened to be the same date the lake froze over in 2007! 


Current ice thickness is at 12+ inches on Elm Creek on the northeast corner of the lake. Measurements haven't been reported yet from the lake.


There are numerous winter activities that may be undertaken on the lake. These include ice fishing, cross-country skiing, snowmobile riding, and ice skating.


Ice Fishing - There appears to be little activity on Rice Lake so far this year. If you are doing any fishing and have some success, please let us know so we can let others on the lake know.


Cross Country Skiing - There is at least several inches of snow on the lake this winter (as of mid-January) which make for nice skiing. Several residents have been enjoying this aspect of winter. Be alert for the snowmobiles when navigating the lake, especially around corners.


Tundra Swans - We’ve had tundra swans on the west bay for about the past five years steadily! We see them in the fall for sure, but had them on the ice in the spring in 08 as well. 


Snow Conditions - There is some snow on the lake for skiing and snowmobiling. As always, exercise caution when out on the ice.
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Outdoor Recreation Update�








Treasury Report








RLAA Financials  (as of 1/15/09)





Assets


  Checking             $ 7,550.29


  Savings               $ 5,544.00


  Total Assets       $13,094.29





Upcoming Payments


  Plant Survey        $3,000.00


  Fish Survey         $5,000.00


  Barley Straw        $2,500.00


  Total payments   $10,500.00


  Less LIPs             $6,500.00


  RLAA Payments  $4,000.00























Buffer zones make our shorelines beautiful and beneficial for the habitat.





There are many things that we need to think about when maintaining our shoreline and lawns to help us better preserve the habitat for our lake and creek.





Buffer Zones solve many problems for homeowners:


Emergent vegetation, like bulrushes and cattails, reduces shoreline erosion caused by wind and boat traffic.


The natural vegetation serves as a filter strip that helps prevent lawn fertilizer and pesticide runoff from reaching the lake.


Aquatic vegetation helps purify lake water by removing contaminants and by calming water, which allows suspended soil particles to settle to the lake bottom.


Buffer zones reduce the amount of fertilizer and herbicide needed on a lakeshore property because the resulting lawn is smaller, and native plants in the buffer zone do not need fertilizer or herbicides.


Buffer zones reduce the acreage of lawn and the amount of time needed for mowing and lawn maintenance.


Unmowed wildflowers, grasses and sedges along the sore create a biological barrier that will deter Canada geese from loitering on the lawn.


Important functions of plants around lakes:


Shoreline and upland plants provide food and cover for a variety of birds, amphibians, insects and mammals above the water.


The extensive root systems of shoreline plants stabilize lake-bank soils against pounding waves.


Plants growing on upland slopes that reach down to the lakes hold soil in place against the eroding forces of water running over the ground, and help to keep lake water clean.


Upland plants absorb nutrients, like phosphorus and nitrogen, found in fertilizers and animal waste, which in excessive concentrations are lake pollutants.





Common native plants found along shorelines:  Sweet Flag, Canada anemone, Marsh milkweed, Red-stemmed Aster, Boltonia, Turtlehead, Fireweed, Joe-pye weed, Boneset, Grass-leaved goldenrod, Sneezeweed, Jewelweed, Blue flag iris, Great blue lobelia; Monkey flower, White water lily, Sensitive fern, Interrupted fern, Pickerel weed, Arrowhead; Canada blue-joint grass, Caterpillar sedge, Lake Sedge, Tussock Sedge, Soft rush, River bulrush, Soft stem bulrush, Cord grass.





Plants for Shady Slopes:  Large-leaved aster, Golden Alexander, Sensitive fern, Wild Sarsaparilla, Bracken Fern, Bush Honeysuckle, Wild Geranium, Spreading dogbane, Wild Ginger





In Rice lake and Elm Creek the waters are shallow and are easily overrun by high amounts of nutrients that cause the Algae overgrowth and oxygen depletion.  Please look at what you can do to help clean up and maintain our lake and creek by creating those buffers on your shoreline.  If everyone just put in 25% of buffer on their shoreline, this would make a huge impact.





Need ideas for how to create your buffer zone?  Check out the DNR website. Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality by the DNR is a great book.





Thank you to Joni Stulac from our Environmental Team for pulling this information together. 


Editors Note: There is a great buffer zone resource on Fish Lake in Carolyn Halbur. She is well known through the state for her efforts and promotion of buffer zones. Visit the DNR website for an article on her at: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/julaug05/newvision.html















































Rice Lake Facts





























RLAA Website Statistics





                               The 'Green' Section













































































Task Team             Mission Statement                        Chairperson                              Phone             


Fundraising            Provide revenue to RLAA             Rick Stulac (temp)                    494-8467    


Media                     Communicate RLAA activities      George Schneider                    420-8027


Environmental*       Promote and educate                   Barbara English-Belanger       494-9399


Activity team          Organize RLAA activities               (pending)                                                              








  * - These teams are in the process of being organized during publication of this newsletter.














Did you know that Rice Lake…


Is the largest of the 7 lakes in Maple Grove at 330 surface acres?


Is the 3rd largest lake in Hennepin County?


Lake Minnetonka and Medicine Lake are larger


Is part of the largest watershed in the metro area at 100 square miles?


Was originally a farmland which was flooded into a lake?


Is controlled by a man-made dam behind Maple Grove High School?


Maximum depth is approximately 12 feet


Is fed by Elm Creek, which flows to the north through Elm Creek Park Reserve and eventually drains into the Mississippi River in Champlain?








We would like to recognize these new members to RLAA since September 2008:


Jerry & Mary Showalter





Membership Update








Weaver Lake - Polar Plunge scheduled for February 21. Visit their website for details.


Fish Lake - Created membership packets, including stickers which affix to their boats.


Eagle Lake - Nothing to report.


Pike Lake - Snowmobiling has been slow this winter, compared to past years.


Cedar Island Lake - Reported a very heavy bullhead population in 2008, which contributed to very poor water quality with heavy algae conditions.


Edward Lake - Bald eagle has been hanging out around this lake over the winter.


Cook Lake - Nothing to report


Arbor Lakes - Nothing to report





A Glance at other local lake happenings
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About Rice Lake Area Association…





Media Update








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://ricelake.homestead.com/" ��http://ricelake.homestead.com/�








Rice Lake Area Association


Attn: Rick Stulac


13870 95th Ave. North


Maple Grove, MN  55369





E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ricelakeassoc@comcast.net" ��ricelakeassoc@comcast.net�





RLAA Officers


Eric Lind (President)


Jim Kridel (Vice president)


Rick Stulac (Treasurer)


George Schneider (Secretary)





Board members


Matthew Coumbe


Tom Dechmann


Molly Kridel


Mark Mitchell


Wade Quale


Nika Rybinski


jami stromberg


joni stulac


Barbara English-Belanger





Rice Lake Area Association

















The Rice Lake Area Association website has been up and running since coming on line in 2002. If you have any ideas on how to improve the content/layout/quality of the site (at little cost), please let us know by e-mailing us at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ricelakeassoc@comcast.net" ��ricelakeassoc@comcast.net�.


The Rice Lake site has received 7,488 visits since coming on line on 7/7/2002.


August 2008 was the month with the most visits (105).


There are 17 pages on the website.





The link for the local Channel 12 news story that ran in September has been edited to contain just the Rice Lake portion. It can be found on the RLAA website at this link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pressnews.com/articles/2008/09/03/osseo-maple_grove_press/news/3ricelakewpics.txt" ��http://www.pressnews.com/articles/2008/09/03/osseo-maple_grove_press/news/3ricelakewpics.txt�





Rice Lake water quality monitoring data can also be found on the Elm Creek Watershed website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.elmcreekwatershed.org/wreslakrice.shtml" ��http://www.elmcreekwatershed.org/wreslakrice.shtml�




















RLAA is a member of the Minnesota Waters organization (formerly known as Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Council). We are a 501c3 organization, meaning we are a non-profit organization. Dues and contributions to RLAA are tax deductible.


RLAA was formerly known as Rice Lake Homeowners Association, but changed names in the early 1980's.
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